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Loon Cry
Anne Byrnes
I have heard a loon’s keening cry, far off,
inconsolable on the rolling, angry waters
while thunder kept murmuring, low and soft,
and a wind song tapped upon loose shutters.
And now, sounds of weeping wake me in the night;
it is you, half-sleeping and half-awake,
who cuts the silence with a cry so white
with grief that all not broken has to break.
My heart breaks with yours, and dark dissolves
into slivered sobs caught in one white throat;
and for one moment my very essence devolves
on a single, soulful, perishing note.
Why the loon wept—for what—or whom—I never
knew, though I will hear its cry forever.
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